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SUBJECT: CIVIL SERVICE UNIONS CALL OFF STRIKE 
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1 . WITH ISRAELI TROOPS STILL IN LEBANON AND WITH PRIME MINISTER 

BEGIN WARNING THAT THE COUNTRY IS THREATENED WITH INCREASING PRESSURE 
FROM THE US, TRADE UNION LEADERS APPEAR TO BE TEMPORARILY COOLING 
THEIR MILITANCY. CIVIL SERVICE UNION SEC. GENL. BERNSTEIN CALLED 
OFF ONE DAY GENERAL CIVIL SERVICE STRIKE SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 28 
ON THE ADVICE OF HISTADRUT AND FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENTS OF SEVERAL 
KEY PROFESSIONAL UNIONS AND WORKS COUNCILS IN SEVERAL MINISTRIES 
THAT THEY WOULD NOT JOIN THE STRIKE. AT THE END OF HEATED ALL DAY 
NEGOTIATIONS, BERNSTEIN AGREED TO ACCEPT A JOINT HISTADRUT-CIVIL 
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SERVICE COMMITTEE TO NEGOTIATE ITS CLAIMS FOR RETROACTIVE PAY UNDER 
THE CURRENT CONTRACT. 

2. BOTH GOI AND HISTADRUT OFFICIALS CONSIDER THIS 

AS LITTLE MORE THAN A TEMPORARY TRUCE, SINCE THE ISSUE DID NOT RELATE 
TO THE NEW CONTRACTS. IN THE MEANTIME THE TEACHERS AND JOURNALISTS 
PERSIST IN THEIR ANNOUNCED PLANS FOR STRIKING NEXT WEEK. OTHER 
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PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLIC SERVICE UNIONS ARE AWAITING COURT OR ARBI- 
TRATION DECISIONS REGARDING THEIR CLAIMS FOR BACK PAY OR SPECIAL 
SALARY ADJUSTMENTS UNDER THE CURRENT CONTRACTS. IN ADDITION THEY 
ARE ALSO FORMULATING THEIR DEMANDS FOR SUBSTANTIALLY LARGER WAGE 
INCREASES, RIGHTS TO PROMOTION, SUPPLEMENTARY ALLOWANCES, ETC, ALL 
IN EXCESS OF THE WAGE INCREASES ALREADY GRANTED UNDER THE NEW 
CONTRACT FOR THE PRIVATE SECTOR CONCLUDED MARCH 24 (REFTEL). 

3. THE GOI HAS REITERATED ITS OFFER OF A 6 PERCENT INCREASE 
FOR THE PUBLIC SECTOR, WHICH CLEARLY IS NOT ITS LAST WORD. IN 
RETURN FOR ADDITIONAL WAGE INCREASES THE CIVIL SERVICE COM- 
MISSIONER SEEKS TO EXTRACT CONCESSIONS FROM THE HISTADRUT AND 
THE CIVIL SERVICE UNIONS WHICH WOULD GIVE HIM A FREER HAND TO ABOLISH 
SUMMER HOURS; TO INTRODUCE FLEXIBLE WORKING HOURS; TO SHIFT 
EMPLOYEES 

BETWEEN DEPARTMENTS AND EVEN MINISTRIES WITHOUT INTERFERENCE; AND 
TO TRANSFER CERTAIN PROFESSIONAL GROUPS OUTSIDE THE CIVIL SERVICE 
SALARY SYSTEM IN ORDER TO AUTHORIZE HIGHER SALARIES MORE COMMEN 
SURATE WITH THOSE IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR. ON ALL THESE ISSUES, 

AS WELL AS ON THE QUESTION OF SETTLING DISPUTES IN PUBLIC 
SERVICES AND OTHER VITAL SERVICES BY ARBITRATION, THE HISTADRUT AND 
THE UNIONS REMAIN AT SOME DISTANCE FROM THE GOI POSITION. EVERYONE 
AGREES THAT AS SOON AS THE PRESENT CONCERN OVER LEBANON AND PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS RELAXES, A NEW WAVE OF LABOR AND SOCIAL CONFLICTS 
WILL FLARE UP AGAIN. THE LABOR- ALIGNMENT SEES IN THESE CONFLICTS 
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A POTENTIALLY MORE EFFECTIVE BASIS FOR CHALLENGING 
THE GOVERNMENT COALITION THAN IN A FRONTAL ATTACK ON BEGIN'S 
FOREIGN POLICY. THIS TACTIC - USING LABOR ISSUES TO THREATEN 
THE GOVERNMENT - WAS ADOPTED AT LAST WEEK'S MEETING OF THE 
LABOR PARTY'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE, ACCORDING TO PARTY AND 
HISTADRUT OFFICIAL NAVA ARAD. 
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